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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Berlin Negotiations and your Meeting with Mr 
at 4 PM * 



Tne Secretary of State yesterday gave you two papers on Berlin 
negotiations, and they raise certain questions which you and he 
need to decide before he goes into the Foreign Ministers Meeting 
over the week end. The papers have not yet been read by any 

members of the Steering Group except the Secretary and myself. 
but some of the issues received preliminary discussion there on 
Wednesday afternoon. Your last talk with the Secretary will 

be at four o'clock this afternoon. He leaves at midnight. 

The two papers are thoughtful and careful, and in their basic out- 
lines much alike. One comes to the Secretary from Dean 
Acheson and the other from George McGhee's staff. Both are 
heavily influenced by the indefatigable staff work of Henry Owen. 
The issues which need to be decided today are relatively small. 
borne larger questions may need further planning and thought. 

Both papers divide the Berlin problem into three phases: 

Phase I. From now to the German elections on 

September 17th. 

From the German elections to the pos- 
sible signing of a separate peace treaty. 

Phase III. After the peace treaty. 

The immediate questions pertain largely to Phase I. slightly to 
^nase II, and in only one respect to Phase UI. 



Phase II. 



SANITIZED 






f OV S ECRET 



PHASE I 

There is general agreement on the following points in this Phase 
l ' Th l r , e 3hould be ^o actual negotiations of a formal 




Undecided questions about Phase I are as follows, and all of then 
need attention at your meeting this afternoon: 

1. Should there be a "quiet approach" to the Soviets 
before the German elections? 
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2. If there is agreement on a Western proposal for a 
Foreign Minis t e rs meeting, when s hould this proposal 
be made 9 -4H.WJE«lU.iiJWiW!»iuiiiJisiii«iMm ■■■ £ 




4. The timing and location of a Western summit deserves 
some thought. The Secretary's current notion is 
Bermuda in early October. He quite rightly wants it 

to be far enough from Europe so that Khrushchev cannot 
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wedge himself in. My own question is whether 
Washington would not be better, or even, conceiv- 
ably. Hyannis Port if you wanted relative privacy 
and a really small w rking group. The hazard of 
a Western summit is that it will be a big and untidy 
affair when the reai purpose is to bring your personal 
authority and leadership to bear on a handful of men. 

5. On one further matter there is no disagreement 
but your own leadership and pressure are Important - 
propaganda. It is agreed that we should use the n-xt 
two months energetically to advance understanding of 
our position and of the low character of the Soviet 
!!,.* u I \ tS alS ° S e n"ally agreed that leadership h*re 
should be placed in USIA (although the Acheson report" 
suggests a new Special Assistant to the Secretary of 
State). The real problem is that the center of inter- 
national sympathy should be directed toward people of 
West Berlin and not toward the official position of the 
U S. Government, and this take s some doing. 
1 he Acheson report states well and strongly the four 
central themes of freedom, peace, faithful trusteeship 
and self-determination. We are for all four, and the 

Sovxets are currently in fact against them all on Berlin. 




TOP JECf tffT 



Until you have * me to study and raster the details of th~ ( -,- 
proposals, I doubt if you and the Secretary could ^ ef ^ ^° 

hoWar J" 1 * qUe9ti0n ' ^ ma * be best * >ou simply ask hTm * 
n^oLati mCanS i g ° ^ ^ discu9si °* of th * substance of 
the g , 8 Pr0p0Sals ln Paris - ^7 own response to a study of 

these papers is that they are sensible within their lirmts . rUy 
lik"ciin my JUdgment » ad ^*tely -amine wider alternatives 
NaLns n ' PCa r COIlferenCe - or P-posing that the United 
nations have a role in Beriin. 



PHASE m 

whTt^orm^V ^ T Sti0nS *" ta « «<"""* this general problem: 

of respoTs > "h e e ; enCe Z Uh aCCe9S to BerUn tri W" what 'orm 
or response These questions are very hard ones, and the 

"rs't 9 pH^^T 1118 Gr ° UP yCSterd ^ ™ **< ^ n-d not 
have f irs t priority attention for the coming meeting. But as 

cZ7t* yL ° r P ° int : ° Ut ' " 1S g ° in « t0 be ^-t-t to hale a 
anv wZ7 " SOme ° f thCSS 1SSUe9 ^^ SOOn ' and certainly before 
- uld aTh We / h0Uld have -e WS of our own and they 

of'r Defels^MinisL^" ^ ^'^ *™ " — ^ 
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